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7 * DESCRIPTION 



CONDITION 



(Check One) 

[^] Excellent [Xl Good Q Fair Q Deteriorated □ Ruins , [K Unexposed 



(Check One) . 

Q£] A Itered Q| Unaltered 

D ESC Rl BE THE P RESEN T AN D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 



('Cfrecfc One) 



Moved 



|~Jj[ Origina I Site 



The Jewelers’ Building with exterior walls of brick, terra cotta, and iron 
has five stories above a basement. Its facade is divided into a wide 
center bay between two smaller end bays. The windows in the central 
bay are further sub-divided by cast iron mullions into three openings on 
the second to fourth floors, and into six on the fifth floor. The mas- 
onry portion is designed in a highly polychromatic red brick, terra 
cotta, and stone. The Jewelers’ Building has a flat roof which slopes 
slightly. An ornamental parapet completes the design of the facade. 

The building has a frontage of approximately 60 feet on Wabash Avenue 
and a depth of 160 feet. 

The major part of the ornament is concentrated under the arch of the 
central bay, and at the corners of the building- Cast iron ornament 
originally graced piers, now removed, on the first floor. The architect' 
ural decoration comes from Sullivan’s first period of ornament (l873- 
1890), phase two (188O-I883). For the most part, the ornament consists 
of stylized plant forms that are carefully and rigidly delineated. The 
motifs do not overlap and are seen against a smooth ground. 

On the interior, the columns bear no relationship to the facade. The 
beams run north and south across the building, while the arches are 
oriented along the east and west transverse axis. There has been con- 
siderable remodeling on the interior. The exterior on the ground floor 
has been completely remodeled. 

HISTORY 

The building at 134 Wabash (new number 15-19 South Wabash) was designed 
in 1881 by Adler & Sullivan. It was om of four buildings this firm 
designed for Martin Ryerson, an early Chicago businessman and real estat 
investor. Shortly after completion, the building was rented by Samuel 
A. Maxwell Company, a stationary store. According to Martin A. Ryerson, 
son of the original owner, the building was not named when finished. 
Therefore, it must have been at some later time that it acquired the 
name Jewelers' Building. The building cost $90 i 260 in 1881-82. 
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The Jewelers' Building is one of five structures (plus one remodeling soon) 
to be demolished) still standing in Chicago's Loop designed by the inter- 
nationally famous early modern, architects, Louis Sullivan and Dankmar Adler. 
As the only remaining commercial building by that firm from the early 
1880's, the Jewelers' is especially significant. In no other building 
is the polychromatic character of the firms' work so clearly revealed. 

The Jewelers' Building is also very important because of the large quantity 
of very early ornament by Sullivan still to be seen on its facade. 
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1Q66 (Public I^aw 
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ILLINOIS HISTORIC SITES SURVEY INVENTORY 



1. Name of Site: 



Common Jewelers ' Building 



Historic 



Street and Number 15-19 S. Wabash 
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City or Town Chicago 



Zip Code 



Ranee 
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3. Classification: 



Category (check one) 
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( ) Site 
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( ) Structure 
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8. Specific Date; 1881 



Areas of significance (check one or more of the following) 



( ) Aboriginal (historic) 

( ) Aboriginal (pre-historic) 
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( ) Conservation 

( ) Education 

( ) Engineering 

( ) Industry 

( ) Invention 

( ) Landscape Architecture 
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( ) Political 
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( ) Urban Planning 
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Brief statement of significance: (include all. names and dates) 

Use additional sheets if necessary. Designed by Adler & Sullivan for 

Martin Ryerson. National Register 

9. Form prepared by: 



Name and Title: Date: 6/24/75 
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Phone : 
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City or Town: 
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During the course of the Survey we often find it necessary to search for a 
particular site. When filling out the Survey form, please list according to the 
following example, published references to the site for which forms are being complete! 
If a bibliography can be compiled, it will greatly deduct from the Survey's task. 
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